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Holiday Travel Safety Guide
Essential safety resources for crossing borders and traveling during the holidays

Published October 2025 | SafelyArrived.com | Updated regularly as policies change

The holiday travel season brings unique challenges: massive crowds, extended wait times, enhanced security

measures, and weather complications. Preparation transforms chaos into confidence.

Why Holiday Border Crossings Are Different

Peak season travel isn't just busier — it's fundamentally different:

■ Volume: Border crossings see 200-400% increases in traffic during major holidays

■ Scrutiny: Enhanced inspection procedures become standard, not exceptional

■ Weather: Winter storms can close crossings or create dangerous travel conditions

■ Timing: A few hours difference in departure time can mean 2-4 hour wait differences

■ Enforcement: Officers don't relax rules because it's the holidays — they enforce more strictly

Thanksgiving Travel Essentials

Thanksgiving border crossing — what to know:

■ Peak traffic: Wednesday before and Sunday after are worst crossing days

■ Best times: Thanksgiving Day itself and Friday morning

■ Food rules: Raw poultry, fresh produce, and unpasteurized dairy cannot cross

■ All food must be declared regardless of preparation or packaging

■ Enhanced CBP enforcement — zero tolerance for incomplete declarations

Winter Holiday Travel Essentials

December and January crossing challenges:

■ Peak periods: December 20-23 and December 26-28 are busiest

■ Quietest times: Christmas Eve morning, Christmas Day, New Year's Day before noon

■ Weather: Northern crossings face snow, ice, and possible closures

■ Gifts: All gifts must be declared and may require unwrapping for inspection

■ Devices: Record-level device searches — be prepared to power on and unlock
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Set up your SafelyArrived check-in at safelyarrived.com
No app. No download. If you don't check in — your emergency contacts are automatically notified.

Be Prepared. Not Scared.

SafelyArrived.com is not a legal services provider. This guide is for informational purposes only. Always verify current requirements before travel.

Documentation Checklist for Holiday Travel

Every traveler needs:

■ Valid passport (check 6-month validity requirement for destination)

■ Enhanced Driver's License for land/sea crossings (where applicable)

■ REAL ID for domestic US flights (required May 2025+)

■ Children: passport, birth certificate, notarized consent if traveling without both parents

■ Vehicle: current registration and insurance valid in destination country

Student and First-Time Traveler Tips

For college students heading home for holidays:

■ Don't carry substances that are legal in one country but not the other

■ Social media may be reviewed — know your privacy rights

■ Student visas and documentation must be current and accessible

■ Budget extra time — holiday lines are significantly longer

■ Have emergency contacts and embassy numbers saved

SafelyArrived for Holiday Travel

SafelyArrived was built for exactly this scenario — holiday border crossings where families are anxiously waiting to

hear you arrived safely.

How it works:

■ Set your expected crossing or arrival time before you leave

■ No app or download required — works from any browser

■ If you don't check in by your deadline — your emergency contacts are automatically notified

■ Works for border crossings, flights, road trips, and any travel scenario

■ Free to set up at safelyarrived.com


