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Peak Season Airport Security: Expedite Your
Holiday Travel Process

How to move through airport security faster during peak holiday travel season
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December airports represent organized chaos. Security lines stretch through terminals. But prepared travelers
navigate efficiently even during peak periods.

Understanding Peak Season Reality

Holiday travel creates unique security challenges:
m Volume increases 30-40% over normal periods

Inexperienced travelers slow processing

Families with children require more time

Gift-filled luggage triggers additional screening

Staff shortages during holidays compound delays

Expect security wait times to double or triple normal averages at major airports December 20-26 and December
30-January 2.

TSA PreCheck and Global Entry Advantages

TSA PreCheck benefits:

Dedicated lanes remain shorter during peak periods

Keep shoes, belts, and light jackets on

Keep laptops and liquids in bags

Average wait time under 10 minutes even during holidays

Children 12 and under can use PreCheck lanes with enrolled parent

Global Entry includes TSA PreCheck plus:
m Expedited customs and immigration upon international return
m Automated kiosks avoid officer interview lines
m Particularly valuable during holiday return travel
m Family members need individual enroliment

Application process takes weeks. Apply now for future holiday seasons if you don't have enroliment.
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Holiday-Specific Gift & Packing Considerations

Gift season creates unigue carry-on challenges.

Wrapped gifts:
®m TSA may require unwrapping for inspection
m Don't wrap gifts before security
m Use gift bags for easy inspection
m Ship wrapped gifts ahead or wrap at destination

Electronics and devices:
m Must be removed from bags for screening
m Tablets and e-readers treated like laptops
m Gaming devices require separate screening
m Have all devices easily accessible

Holiday food items:
m Pies and cakes allowed but face additional screening
m Liquid/gel rules apply to food items
m Cranberry sauce counts as liquid (3.4 oz limit)
m Frozen items allowed if completely frozen at checkpoint
m Wrapped food packages may require opening

Liquid and Gel Rules

3-1-1 rule remains strictly enforced:
m 3.4 ounces (100ml) maximum per container
m 1 quart-sized clear plastic bag per passenger
m 1 bag per passenger

Common holiday violations:
m Full-size toiletries moved from checked bags to carry-on
m Duty-free liquids purchased abroad (allowed if in sealed security bags)
m Liquid medications (allowed in reasonable quantities with declaration)
m Creamy foods like cheese spreads (count as liquids)

Children and Family Travel

Traveling with children during holidays requires additional preparation:
Children need government ID for domestic flights (varies by age and airline)

m Passports required for international travel (any age)

m Strollers and car seats go through X-ray screening

m Formula, breast milk, and juice exempt from 3-1-1 rules

m Allow extra time at security for family processing
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Timing Strategies

Best times to travel during peak season:
m Early morning flights (before 7am) have shorter security lines
m Christmas Day and New Year's Day are surprisingly quiet
m Avoid December 22-23 and December 26-27 if possible
m Arrive 3 hours early for international, 2 hours for domestic during peak periods

At the airport:
m Check in online before arriving
m Use mobile boarding passes to skip kiosk lines
m Know your terminal and gate before arriving
m Have TSA PreCheck or Global Entry number on boarding pass
m Set up SafelyArrived check-in so family knows you've cleared security

Set up your SafelyArrived check-in at safelyarrived.com

No app. No download. If you don't check in — your emergency contacts are automatically notified.
Be Prepared. Not Scared.

SafelyArrived.com is not a legal services provider. This guide is for informational purposes only. Always verify current requirements before travel.
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