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Winter Weather and Border Crossings: A Complete
Preparation Guide

How to prepare for winter weather conditions at border crossings
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Winter weather can shut down crossing points entirely. The difference between arriving safely and being stranded at
a closed crossing often comes down to one factor: preparation.

The Winter Border Reality

Winter conditions that affect border crossings:
m Blizzards close highways leading to border crossings without warning
m [ce storms transform familiar routes into treacherous obstacle courses
m Extreme cold creates mechanical issues in vehicles during long waits
m Limited visibility forces staff to slow or suspend processing entirely
m Reduced staffing during severe storms means fewer lanes and longer waits

Monitor Multiple Weather Sources

Your preparation must begin days before departure. Relying on a single weather app is insufficient for winter border
crossing planning.

What to monitor:
m National weather services for both countries you'll be traveling between
m Regional forecasts for the specific border crossing location
m Highway condition reports for travel feasibility
m Winter storm watches and warnings that might affect your timeline
m Social media groups specific to your crossing point for real-time updates

Start monitoring at least three days before your planned crossing, and check multiple times daily as your departure
approaches.

Planning Your Timeline

Build flexibility into your schedule:
m Add 2-3 hours buffer to normal crossing time estimates in winter
m |dentify overnight accommodation options near the crossing
m Decide in advance what weather conditions cancel the trip
m Book refundable accommodations when possible during winter travel
m Set SafelyArrived check-in with a realistic expected arrival window
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Identify Alternate Routes and Crossings

Never travel to a border crossing with only one route option.

Plan your backup options:
m Research alternate border crossings within reasonable distance
m Understand hours of operation for each alternate crossing
m Map multiple routes to both primary and alternate crossings
m Identify major highways vs. secondary roads (secondary cleared last)
m Save offline maps on your phone before departing

Vehicle Winter Preparation

Before you leave:
m Full tank of gas — you may idle for hours in cold weather
m Check antifreeze levels and windshield washer fluid
m Ensure windshield wipers and defrosters work properly
m Winter tires or chains if traveling through mountain passes
m Verify battery health — cold weather reduces battery performance

Emergency kit for your vehicle:
m Blankets, warm clothing, water, and non-perishable snacks
m Flashlight, first aid kit, and ice scraper
m Jumper cables or portable jump starter
m Sand or Kitty litter for traction if stuck

When Weather Turns Severe

Decision framework:
m Check official road and border closure notifications before departing
m Call ahead to verify crossing is open
m If storm warnings are active — seriously consider postponing
m A delayed crossing is always better than being stranded
m Notify family via SafelyArrived of any changes to your crossing plan

If you get stuck waiting:
m Stay with your vehicle — it's your best shelter
m Run engine sparingly to conserve fuel and crack a window slightly
m Clear exhaust pipe periodically if snow is accumulating
m Signal for help by tying a bright cloth to your antenna or door

Set up your SafelyArrived check-in at safelyarrived.com

No app. No download. If you don't check in — your emergency contacts are automatically notified.
Be Prepared. Not Scared.

SafelyArrived.com is not a legal services provider. This guide is for informational purposes only. Always verify current requirements before travel.
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